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Make Every Drop Count: 2025 Spring
Garden Fair Offers Drought Solutions

Join us this Saturday, May 3, 2025 for the 2025 Spring Garden Fair!
With drought restrictions continuing into a new gardening season, the



Sedgwick County Extension Master Gardeners take aim at helping the
community address this issue with this free, family-friendly event. This
year’s theme is “Water – Every Drop Counts”, with all of the booths and
hands-on activities focused on empowering individuals to adopt water-
efficient gardening methods that will help conserve our most precious
resource.
This all-ages event will be open from 7:00 am to 1:00 pm, and will be
held in 4-H Hall of the Sedgwick County Extension Education Center at
7001 W. 21st Street North in Wichita (SE corner of 21st and Ridge
Road). Admission is free, and the first 200 visitors will also receive a
free rain gauge. Attendees will discover sustainable, easy-to-implement
water saving solutions through interactive booths, kids' activities,
guided tours of water-wise gardens, plant sales, visits with area Garden
Clubs, and more. Learn more about the 2025 Spring Garden Fair
here.           

https://www.sedgwick.k-state.edu/news/newsreleases/2025/Spring-Garden-Fair-25.html


While summertime temperatures may sizzle, there is a wide array of
beautiful, heat-loving plants that thrive in the intense Kansas summers.
Learn about these often low-maintenance and drought-tolerant plants
that can add color and texture to your landscape. Join the next K-State
Garden Hour webinar on Wednesday, May 7, 2025, to learn more about
“Heat Loving Perennials for Kansas”. Jason Graves, Central Kansas
Extension District Horticulture Agent, will share ideas on plants for your
landscape that are heat-loving heroes and built for summer survival.
This free webinar will be presented live from Noon to 1pm, and recorded
and available online. Register for upcoming webinars or find past
recordings online at: www.ksre-learn.com/KStateGardenHour    

http://www.ksre-learn.com/KStateGardenHour


Save the Date: 2025 Garden Tours
Showcase Drought-Resilient Beauty

The annual Garden Tour is back for 2025 with an inviting array of
thoughtfully designed gardens that emphasize water conservation,
sustainability, innovation, and support for pollinators and wildlife.



Scheduled for Friday, May 30th – Sunday, June 1st, this year’s tour
includes four inviting private gardens as well as two beautiful gardens
on the Wichita State University campus, each offering its own unique
beauty and endless ideas for your own garden. Tickets are $10 per
person, and children 12 and under are welcomed free with adult.
For more information about 2025 Garden Tour hours, to see sneak peek
photos of each garden, or to purchase your tickets, visit our website:
https://sedgwick.ksu.edu/gardentour

Local Food

https://sedgwick.ksu.edu/gardentour


For more than 20 years, Plant a Row program has celebrated the
tradition of gardeners generously sharing their harvests to help others.
We invite home gardeners, hobby farmers, and community garden
groups to join the effort to fight hunger by growing a little extra—
vegetables, fruits, or herbs—with the intention of donating.



Here in Sedgwick County, a partnership between Extension Master
Gardener volunteers and ICT Food Rescue makes it easy to give back.
Fresh donations dropped off at designated collection sites are quickly
turned into nutritious food for local families, seniors, shelter residents,
and children in daycare.
The 2025 Plant a Row season kicks off June 1. Now is the perfect time
to plan and plant that extra row—for a neighbor in need.
Visit our Plant A Row page for more
information: https://www.sedgwick.k-state.edu/local-
food/plantarow.html

If you are looking for a place to garden, plant an extra row, or
volunteer with a garden, we maintain a list of gardens around
the area. See the flyer for a list of community gardens with
openings this year!
For other area community gardens, visit the ICT Food Circle
Local Foods Directory at https://ictfoodcircle.org/local-food-
directory/

Health and Nutrition
May is American Stroke Month--

Know Your Numbers, Protect Your Heart

High blood pressure is a leading risk factor for stroke—but it’s often silent. That’s

why it’s so important to check regularly. 

� Through the Libraries with Heart program, you can now check out a blood

pressure monitoring kit just like a book—free, simple, and lifesaving. 

Stop by your local library and take a step toward better health today. 

https://www.sedgwick.k-state.edu/local-food/plantarow.html
https://ictfoodcircle.org/local-food-directory/
https://bit.ly/SGColibrarieswithheart


Agriculture





Community Vitality
Grant Writing Basics



The Grant Writing Basics course is suitable
for people who have never written a grant
(more than 50% of our students), and
those who have a lot of experience and
want to take a fresh look at their current
practices.
More than 3,400 Kansans have been
trained and found confidence and writing skills, resulting in more than
$100 million of successful grants written in the first 18 months after
they took this class. They wrote grants to support park improvements,
walking trails, building restoration, leadership programs, arts,
programming, festivals, and other community infrastructure.

Read More

EFNEP-SnapEd

https://www.enrole.com/ksu/jsp/session.jsp;jsessionid=3AFFBAB7218A428758B4E4C7D3312857?sessionId=452501D&courseId=GRANTWRITING&categoryId=ROOT


4-H and Youth
Development

4-H Summer Enrichment Program

Sedgwick County Extension is excited
to announce the 2025 4-H Summer
Enrichment Program, offering a
dynamic lineup of educational
opportunities for local youth. This
free program, supported by K-State
Research and Extension, allows

young learners to explore areas such as environmental education,
STEAM, agriculture, and hands-on learning. Classes include fun,
research-based activities like "Backyard Birds" for young ornithologists,
"Thank You Farms" exploring agricultural life, and "Coding with Steve,"
where students learn screenless coding using Indi robots. Designed for
ages 5 to 18, sessions are facilitated by Extension staff and volunteers
throughout June and late July.
In addition to the classes, several kits are available, such as the
"Embryology Kit," which gives students a chance to hatch chicks, and
the "Mindful Me Kit," promoting mental health through mindfulness and
yoga activities. Most classes and kits are free, with minor fees for
consumable materials or refundable deposits. Educators and parents
are encouraged to register early as spots fill quickly. For more
information or to sign up, visit www.tinyurl.com/school-
enrichment or contact the Sedgwick County Extension office.

K-State News
Connecting Entrepreneurial

​Communities Conference Focuses on
Entrepreneurship in Rural Kansas

http://www.tinyurl.com/school-enrichment


A first-in-Kansas conference dedicated to
supporting rural entrepreneurship will
bring together people from across the
state this summer.
The Connecting Entrepreneurial
Communities conference promotes
small communities and highlights people,

businesses and best practices for creating an entrepreneurial mindset.
All Kansans are invited to attend the conference, which will occur from
June 25-27 in Kingman. 
Learn more about the conference, view the schedule and
register to attend.

​The conference is a collaborative project that involves multiple partners
across the state: Kansas State University, K-State Research and
Extension; Network Kansas; the Kansas Department of
Commerce Quality Places Division, including the Office of Rural
Prosperity and Kansas Main Street; and Thrive Kansas.

Get Involved!
K-State Research and Extension — Sedgwick
County exists to serve the people of south
central Kansas. Our mission thrives because of
community support. We offer many
opportunities for volunteers to offer their time
and skills, from gardening to youth development
to programming support.

Learn more about ways to support our programming and the
needs of the community. 

Looking for an
​event space?

https://www.k-state.edu/105/projects/connecting-entrepreneurial-communities-conference.html
https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/program-areas/supporting-communities/cec/
https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/
https://www.networkkansas.com/
https://www.kansascommerce.gov/
https://www.kansascommerce.gov/orp/
https://www.kansascommerce.gov/program/community-programs/main-street/
https://thriveallencounty.org/
https://www.sedgwick.k-state.edu/get-involved/index.html


Consider having your next event at the
Extension Education Center!

Read more

Kansas State University Agricultural Experiment Station and
Cooperative Extension Service
K-State Research and Extension is an equal opportunity provider and
employer.

 
K-State Research and Extension - Sedgwick County 

This monthly e-newsletter is intended to inform citizens of events, activities and
research-based information from K-State Research and Extension Center -

https://www.sedgwick.k-state.edu/roomrental/index.html
https://www.sedgwick.k-state.edu/


Sedgwick County
 7001 W. 21st St. N., Wichita, Kansas 67205

K-State Research and Extension is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
K-State Research and Extension is committed to making its services, activities,
and programs accessible to all participants. If you have special requirements due
to a physical, vision or hearing disability, please contact: 
Dr. Brantley, PhD, Extension Director, Sedgwick County 316-660-0105

K State Research and Extension is a short name for the Kansas State University
Agricultural Experiment Station and Cooperative Extension Service, a program
designed to generate and distribute useful knowledge for the well being of
Kansans. Supported by county, state, federal and private funds, the program has
county extension offices, experiment fields, area extension offices and regional
research centers statewide. Its headquarters is on the K State campus in
Manhattan. For more information, visit www.ksre.ksu.edu 
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